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A NEW “MATCH" GAME 

DESPITE CRITICS, A COMPUTER CURBS MANY 

WELFARE ABUSES, AND POSES FEW THREATS ' 

Welfare* - the word derives from a con- 

stitutional phrase which enjoins the 
V V president to promote ’’the general 
, welfare," and which, since its first actualiz¬ 
ation in American life, has provoked extremes 
of praise and condemnation* It remains today 
perhaps the most controversial single issue in 
the nation's internal affairs, probably because 
it involves in such a dynamic fashion a fore¬ 
most principle of American life - the so-called 
"work ethic." 

Its slightest abuse brings upon it - and 
upon the heads of those who manage it - furious 
anger that springs almost automatically from 
deep within the emotional being of its critics, 
and they are many. Sensitive to that fact, the 
elected officials who must deal with 'welfare' 
have gone to great lengths, at least in rgcent 
years, to correct some of its weaknesses.-Very 
often they have made the effort only to find 
opposition from the very population segments 
that most criticize welfare - the 'establish- 
ment.' To some extent, that is changing. 

"Welfare abuse" and "welfare chiseling" 
remain as constants in the poverty equation, 
the formula which guarantees - if nothing else - 
that the impoverished will not starve in the 
streets. 

An increasing problem - aside from the 
problem of those v/ho simply prefer collecting 
welfare checks over going to work - has been 
that of fraud. "Flaying the System" it is call¬ 
ed, and it involves those who both work and 
remain on the dole, enjoying as it were the 
best of both worlds. The first cases of such a- 
buse viere discovered among federal workers. 
Since that time technology in the form of com¬ 
puterized "work lists" have largely solved the 
problem - much to the agonized protestations 
of the culprits who get caught and who then 
raise cries (with some justification) of "in¬ 
vasion of privacy" or "discrimination." No 
matter. Officials who direct the programs have 
found no better way to uncover abuses than to 
check work lists, and therefore earnings, ag¬ 
ainst the names and Social Security numbers 
on their payment lists. 

In Inyo County, the "match" system has 
suffered few complaints, but the American Civ¬ 
il Liberties Union - apparently with visions 
of Big Brotherism dancing in its collective 
head - claims that "Match" exemplifies "prec¬ 
isely the kind of manipulation of personal da¬ 
ta that people most fear." True, but how else 
discover those who, work and earn, with a state- 
granted bonus? 

Inyo's welfare director. Norm Paulson, 
says his office receives from the state com¬ 
puter an "earnings clearance report" which is 
compared with -the names on Inyo's caseload. Lo¬ 
cally the job is made easier by the fact that 

(See 'WELFARE, Page 3) 


THE S TORM 

EVACUATIONS AND ROAD TIE-UPS; 
AVALANCHES DAMAGE - AND KILL 

/continuing pacific storms, AN I 

I early boon to Mono prosper—j 
\*S ity* now blow in to cause 
increasing concern. Following a 
near-calamitous week, the snow-laden and ice- 
battered residents from Sherwin Grade to Lake 
Topaz spent much of the week-end digging out 
again, this time with less gratitude for Feb¬ 
ruary's white blessings. To them, enough was 
enough, and, besides, the new snow was actual¬ 
ly holding off the skiers and the flow of ski 
dollars• 

Last week's fury so devastated the 
area that, in spite of its new-found wealth. 
Mono County is now seriously considered am— 
ong eight other counties for state disaster 
aid. The week's snowstorms had taken heavy 
to^Llj Three missing and presumed dead, swept 
into Upper Twin Lakes by thundering aval¬ 
anches; closure of roads which, temporarily, 
cut off the skiers who clamoured in spite of 
the storms to enter the resort areas. Once 
again, an avalanche, this one 25 feet deep, 
rolled down over the single roadway provid¬ 
ing access to June Lake. The town was snow¬ 
bound for three days. 

The search for the three lost victims • 
near Bridgeport was called off for the lack 
of divers; the same storm covered Placer- 
ville where a helicopter was to have picked 
them up for transport to Twin Lakes. 

On Friday, just as the northbound LA 
6ki traffic was making its way to the East¬ 
ern Sierra, the highway was closed behind 
them - at Mojave - and before them, at Sher¬ 
win Grade north of Bishop. Although a few 
hangers-on were offered evacuation from Mam¬ 
moth, and allowed to drive southward. Mono 
officialdom wanted no more to enter the ar¬ 
ea to compound their mounting problems. As 
a consequence of the blockade, every motel 
north of Mojave was booked solid, with en¬ 
ough humanity left over to create a monu¬ 
mental traffic jam at Bishop. The Civil De¬ 
fense offices, the welfare office, and oth¬ 
er service agencies were put on alert to 
house and, if need be, to feed the stranded 
throng. More than 300 travelers, mostly ski 
addicts who had ignored or failed to hear 
the storm warnings, were bunked in at a 
Bishop Bowling alley and the girl's gymnas¬ 
ium at Bishop High School. Undaunted, they 
continued on their way early Saturday morn¬ 
ing, only to wait again, by the hundreds, 
while heavy equipment operators tried to 
clear the drifts between Highway 395 and 
Mammoth. 


Concerned over Inyo's continuing pat¬ 
tern of snow and flood, U.S. Senator S.I. 
Hayakawa cancelled his scheduled appearance 
before ^one Pine Chamber of Commerce memb¬ 
ers gathering Monday night for an installa¬ 
tion dinner. He sent in his place his field 
representative, John Ventura, premising to 
return at another time. 

Another official. State Senator Yfel- 
ter Stiern, also proved storm-shy. On his 
way here, he turned back south of Mojave. 


(See STORM, Page 6) 
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»»» NOTES FROM 

THE LEAGUE OF TTOMEN VOTERS, as |' 
frustrated as everyone else a- & 
bout Inyo's General (very gen- 
eral indeed) Plan, has finally ftL* iwfe.f’j 
resorted to satire to bring the { ) , ; 

plan's gross inadequacies befbre j ! 
the public# They've devised a ( ; ' i 

play, no less, in which the PLan, \ W‘ | 
enacted by Yan Kinney, is put W h 

on trial. A Bishop veterinarian, i Jr 

Carl Lind, plays the judge, be- t \J[ 

fore whom the Drosecution and 1 BENETT kessler | 

defense, Cindy O'Connor and Emilie Martin, arg¬ 
ue the plan's virtues and inadequacies# The ju- 
’ry is composed of audience members who must de¬ 
cide the merits of the case# Various groups are 
invited to contact Yan Kinney if they'd like to 
see the play, which already has a list of half 
a dozen bookings# Others in the cast: Donna 
Lake, Moe Jacobson. (Critics' note: The "Plan" 
has* all the best lines.) 

ANOTHER LOOK AT THE GENERAL' PLAN, by the way, 
reveals that things in the county planning de¬ 
partment are moving along as usual, which means 
not at all. As for the Bishop plan, it's all 
hung up too# V/hat's the delay? At last week's 
board meeting Supervisor 1'fi.lma Muth said "It 
happened when we fouled up with the promoll on 
of the planning secretary." That didn't go ov¬ 
er with Supervisor Herb London# "Who fouled 
up?," he snapped, leaving the opening Muth was 
waiting for. "You gentlemen J That's who J , " 
fired back Muth• But London, and the others, 
were loathe to accept that responsibility. 

Muth ended it by getting the final, and-point¬ 
ed, word. "You have your opinions," she fumed, 
"and I have mine." A March deadline has been 
set to "begin" the Bishop plan, but still no 
planning assistant, no secretary. 

Mb* 

THE FACT IS IS THAT ALL THE SUPERVISORS are re¬ 
sponsible for the sorry condition of the Gener¬ 
al KLan and the Bishop Plan. Fearful to take 
action, blind to opportunity, inclined to con¬ 
cern themselves with trivia instead of action, 
they have consistently and unanimously allowed 
the planning department to become a pain in the 
. county's neck. It may be that they've kept all 
the wrong people and allowed the right ones to 
get away. Latest reports from courthouse sourc¬ 
es (at department head level) indicate that 

I in the past three weeks the department seems 
| incapable of getting even its routine work ac¬ 
complished - all for the loss of one secretary. 

■SBHf 

j ONLY A SECRETARY? Other courthouse sources, 
outside of the planning department, rumor that 
Planning Director Sherburne, already short of 
help, may in fact be toying with the idea that 
he may let another top worker get away. Anoth¬ 
er loss, if it is true, by default. 

-iBttf 

AN INDEPENDENCE TOURIST ATTRACTION, the histo¬ 
ric Commander s House, has been closed down far 
lack of trade . There was also the problem of 
the house attendant's wage, an issue now before 
the labor board... .Since the closure, manage¬ 
ment of the old house has been placed underdl- 
! rection of the Eastern California Museum Dep- 

1 artment, and is to re-open (says Museum Direc- 
I tor Charles Irwin) "in March." The inter-man- 
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agement flap started when Attendant Candy Ross 1 
took a wage case before the State Labor Comm- 1 

ission, claiming the Commander's House board ; 

of trustees owes her $1,512,50 in back wages. 

The action came as a surprise to the trustees, 1 
and an Association member said, "Candy got mad | 
at something one of the trustees said, and fil- • 
ed a wage claim." The association vice-presi- 1 

dent, MarthaMills, said Ross is "getting back jj 

at us with this claim... I know she was satis¬ 
fied with her set-up. Her grandmother, Dorothy . E 
Cragen, is a trustee and she never said any- | 

thing about Candy being dis-satisfied” In any . | 
case, Candy will be re-instated when the' Com¬ 
mander's House re-opens; and she will have a } 

different salary arrangement paid by the coun- I 
ty - minimum wage, but far better than she was I 
previously paid. If she wifts her case with the I 
•labor commission, members.of the association j 

will, have to pay her from membership dues, ] 

little by little. j 

w* . I 

THE COUNTY'S WEATHER BUFFS say February's wat¬ 
ery weather is setting some Inyo records: At 1 

mid-morning of Friday, the barometer dropped 
to 29.26, probably the lowest-ever here,and 
near to low marks set in other parts of the 1 

state. Bishop's Don Marcellin, now 52, has been I 
a weather-watcher since he was five years old,* 1 
and long ago set up weather observation stat- J 

ions in several parts of the area. His record ; * 

low temperature reading: Linus 2k degrees, Jan. \ 
10, 1937, in the area bf the Laws liver bottoms. 
Another low barometric reading: 29.L2 more 
than a decade ago. Another Bishop weather buff 
is Jim Roehm, the Pioneer Hardware man. Mar¬ 
cellin and Roehm, watching the weather patt¬ 
erns at week's end, were predicting - unoffic¬ 
ially, of course - more heavy winter, a lot of j 
snow, and very low temperatures, for the early 
part of this week• So impressed with Marcell¬ 
in 's expertise is the state water resources 
board survey team, that they confer with him 
for weather data in the area. 

•WMr* 

AND OF COURSE ’VE CAN ADD DON AND JIM to the 

Very Pleasant People Dept list. They would 
rank high there. 

-Jf-K-ft- 

MORE VPP's: Ron and Eiloen Steele, the Lone 

Pine cafe people. They're proud as punch of 
their most recent restaurant addition, a cof¬ 
fee shop at Victorville. In Lone Pine, they 
operate High Country Inn and Sierra Trails. 
Another VPP in the restaurant field: Jane Tri- 
zinsky who owns Independence's "Feed Bag." She 
will prepare food to order for diners who call . 
ahead; the area's vegetarians (Very picky-ab¬ 
out their food) flock to Janie's for lunch. 

4BBS- 

CHALFANT PRESS » EMILIE MARTEN is "taking a 
break from it all." Emilie was the local pap¬ 
er's courthouse watcher, thanks to her avid in¬ 
terest in the politics of government workings 
(and non-workings). Where to now? Emilie says 
she 'll head for Mono where she will ope rate 
a ski lift at Mammoth. Says she plans for a 
possible re-involvement in the news "later." | 

•JBB!- 

A TRAGI COMEDY OF ERRORS is costing Somebody j 

about $50,000, thanks to a complicated system 

(See B.K., bottom of Page 3) 
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WELFARE, Continued 

welfare workers here "know the people on the 
caseload,” and they discover, or prevent, 
most possible abuues. Paulson says that with 
the all-revealing lists he finds "about three 
cases every three months" and usually involves 
a small amount of money earned. The welfare 
office then "sets an overpayment procedure"_ 
which collects overpayment* Paulson says 
that a few cases do reach the courts. One 
Inyo couple was caught up by the state's com¬ 
puter. Their names, Alverna Saubel and Floyd 
Piper, turned up there and felony charges 
were lodged against them. Found guilty of re¬ 
ceiving Aid To Dependent Children (ADC) mon¬ 
ey, the court set them on three years' pro¬ 
bation, fined them a thousand dollars, and 
ordered restitution of more than two thousand 
dollars they had collected. 

. "The list," says Paulson, "is really 
effective," And so it would appearj Californ¬ 
ia has used the system for about three years. 

By what other means other than the com¬ 
puter do Inyo's welfare vrorkers keep their 
recipients honest? In Inyo County the proce¬ 
dure is no more difficult than making an oc¬ 


casional, unannounced, house call. First, 
says Paulson, is the need to make sure that 
people are actually living in the county. He 
explains that a few of the "chiselers" try to 
collect welfare money from two or more coun¬ 
ties at once. In that, they seldom succeed 
for very long. 

The most frequent violation here is 
that - typical of such problems everywhere, 
and one much argued - of the woman reporting 
that her husband has left home when in fact 
he has not, or the case in which he actually 
has departed but returns to enjoy the checks 

(WELFARE Continued,- Page 8) 

“WELFARE" IN INYO COUNTY: THE CASELOAD 

* 170 AFDC cases (about 680 people, approx¬ 
imately b persons per case.) 

Food stamps, about 200 cases, some also on 
AFDC 

* The cost: about $60,000 per month involv¬ 
ing l*-6# of population (Paid by federal, 
state and county-16 about $9600 local) 
Medi-Cal cost: $1,500,000, of which Inyo 
pays about $35U,000 in premiums. 

■w- Abuses: about 2% of all cases. (Two "min- 
or" cases now on file.) 


B.K., Continued A 

of foul-ups in the Bishop airport runway pro¬ 
ject. Courthouse sources, none of whom were 
overly eager to discuss the previously-un-not- 
iced mix-up, blame the eostly errors on (1) 
an electronic paving machine that went on the 
fritz (2) and county inspectors who failed to 
notice it. By the time the errant machine was 
brought to a halt, a full third of the new 
runv/ay had to be re-paved. The project super¬ 
intendent, Ralph 7/it ham, assured NLYJ5-LETTER 
that the taxpayers will not have to foot the 
bill. If $13,000 more in grant money 3till due 
won't pay for the goof-up, then Ladd Construc¬ 
tion Company will • Ladd has already paid $50,00& 
Still more, $13,000 in grant aid, is still due. 
Bright side: Both the county and the Federal 
Aeronautics Administration agree that the sec-, 
ond ^paving job gives Bishop a better runway 
than had previously been expected. 

QUITE PREDICTABLY, THE DWP "LOT SALES" PROGRAM^ 
promised ("absolutely") for February, has suf¬ 
fered a setback. Imagine that. It seems there 
was to be at least "a discussion" of the prop¬ 
osed sale (announced a year ago and kicked ar¬ 
ound ever since) at a meeting on Saturday of 
the Inyo-Mono Committee. Also, a visit by May- 
. or Bradley's Inyo liaison, Ray Remy, was call¬ 
ed off. Why? Well, a DWP spokesman says the can- 
„ cellations were "due to bad weather." A more 
likely reason: DWP is still using its property 
"deals" as a carrot dangled before Inyo offic¬ 
ials) and until some agreement is reached at 
the so-called "Attorney General's meetings," 
D'.YP is not about to make any concessions what¬ 
ever, regardless of past promises* 

■Wf* 

AND 7/HERE 'S EVERYBODY GOING THESE DAYS? Well, 
lacking more imaginative destinations, they're 
going to Hawaiir At least it's warm there. The' 
travelers are booking into condominiums, wise¬ 
ly opting for privacy. Mostly couples and fam¬ 
ily groups, or so says High Sierra Travel Ag¬ 


ency Spokesperson Nancy Varnura. After a six- . 
month visit there, I might suggest (if Hono¬ 
lulu's your destination, which it is for most): 
a visit to "The Cock's Roost," restaurant and 
lounge in the International Market Place, Wai¬ 
kiki . Also, if you have a car, get away from 
the tourists (and the mu-mu's and gaudy shirts) 
by going to the North Shore, where there's, 
less kitsch. 

-WSH* 

ONE BISHOP COURLE - THE DR. DENTONS - are va¬ 
cationing further west, in Taiwan. Also on the 
Dentons' itinerary: New Zealand, Singapore, 
Tahiti, etc. Chief objective, however, is a 
two-month visit (non-vacationing) in the miss¬ 
ionary hospital at Hualein, China. Each year, 
they do a two-month stint in a missionary hos¬ 
pital. ..somewhere. 

•SBBfr 

A VISITOR FROM ALASKA tells the story about 
a fellow there who attempted suicide by hang¬ 
ing himself, and succeeded only in breaking 
an arm before he was hauled off for treatment. 

It seems he mounted to the roof of a house 
and there, about 20 feet off the ground, tied 
the rope to his neck and attached the other 
end to the roof. He jumped, and fell in a 
heap. He discovered the rope was 35 feet long. 

SUDDENLY, THERE ARE JOBS. Offering far better 
wages than any paid in Inyo County, Mammoth is ... 
drawing off local workers...The CSTA program 
here has 1U openings and those jobs are going 
begging. There is some concern that the funding 
will run out, before the jobs are filled. 

AND IF YOU'VE REALLY GOT NOTHING TO DO, run for 
office,/Everybody else is. 

■JBBfr 

Meanwhile, may the news in your day, be good 
news.••every day.•. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 

HIRING FREEZE ABORTED; TROUBLES WITH 
WINDING ROADS; OFFICIAL TRAVEL COSTS; 

AND SEARCHING FOR A LOST WILDERNESS. 

ONVENTENTLY SETTING ASIDE THEIR HE'CENT BOLD 
- and popular - pronouncements to the con¬ 
trary, the county supervisors announced af¬ 
ter little argument last week that, after all, 
they will be hiring people to fill a few more 
county positions* Two weeks ago, with the very 
good possibility of passage of the tax-cutting 
"Jarvis Amendment" looming threateningly before 
them, they declared an absolute halt to county 
hiring. At that time, however, they did leave a 
door open for expedient maneuvering by adding 
a condition - "except with board approval*" At 
their recent meeting, they "approved" with very 
little discussion - the mild reminder by Chair¬ 
man Richard McDonald, "It looks like it was a 
fruitless session Hast week," and Supervisor En¬ 
gel's weak protest, ,r .Ye agreed not to fill jobs 
unnecessarily" - the hiring of six people. The 
short-lived hiring moratorium ended on the sug¬ 
gestion of County Administrator John K* Smith 
who said he felt that the jobs, which had been 
approved at budget time last year, "should" be 
filled. Among the positions to be filled: an 
auditor-controller, an accountant, a registered 
nurse for one of the county's sanatoriums, an¬ 
other building inspector, a clerk-receptionist 
for Bishop County Services Building, and an au¬ 
ditor-appraiser. In official terminology, these 
were considered "exempt" from the hiring "freeze." 
To carry the meteorological allusion further, it 
is probably safe to forecast additional thaws. 


QUESTIONING THE COUNTY'S TENDENCY TO GIVE RUB- 
ber-stamp approval of officialdom's travel ex¬ 
pense requests, Supervisor Chairman McDonald 
told the supervisors he wants a list of lodging 
and food costs on "official trips." His demand 
came as he pondered before him no fewer than 12 
such requests for county cash - to which he vo¬ 
ted a flat "no." He said the travel list is get¬ 
ting "long." Supervisor Herb London, who is no 
infrequent traveler-in-style, argued that he 
"thought it was our policy that department heads 
should travel to promote the interests of the 
county." London's Argument prevailed, and Mc¬ 
Donald was voted down four-to-one. 


FORESEEING A STEADY GROWTH IN THE WEST BISHOP 
area. Bishop Land D e veloper Gordon Holmes told 
the supervisors that a projected increase of 
562 dwelling units there may present another 
kind of. travel problem - that of traffic. He 
seeks an access road in the Barlow Bane area 
that may find opposition in the form of IMP'S 
disinclination to release its land which is nec¬ 
essary for the road - and also a temporary re¬ 
luctance on the part of tie supervisors to spend 
money. The land agent for the Department of Wa¬ 
ter and Power, H#B, Jeter, told Holmes and bbe 
supervisors that suoh a prsposal might- tftk® some 
time and he darkly reminded them of the year 
and a half required for L.A.'s red tape system 
to grind out a lease for the Lone Pine air¬ 
strip. Although Holmes' offer to foot half 
the cost of -the proposed access road may ev¬ 
entually sway the supervisors, DWP remains 
a recalcitrant land-yielder. 


THE CONTROVERSIAL WILDERNESS HILL ESTABLISHES 
certain Inyo lands as off-limits "wilderness" 
but no one - none in Inyo County, at least - 
seems to know where the dam thing is. Even 
the Forest Service is confused, if Lone Pine 
Chamber of Commerce Manager Pat Farlander's 
words are properly understood. The concern 
lies with the "Horseshoe Meadows" Road, the 
narrow, serpentine defile that twists west¬ 
ward into the Sierra from Lone Pine's Alaba¬ 
ma Hills. The problem: If the road, or part 
of it, is within the wilderness limits, then 
it is outside the maintenance concern of the 
Forest Service; if not, then the Forest Ser¬ 
vice would like to continue with its propos¬ 
ed camping area expansion that lies at the 
upper end of the road. Said *’arlander: "It 
could be chaotic. Not even the senators know 
where the wilderness is." 


FACED TOTH ’.VOEFUL HEADLINES LAMENTING THE 
plight of hungry senior citizens standing in 
line for food tickets at Tecopa, the supervi¬ 
sors wasted no time in voting additional mon¬ 
ey for the county's food program. "Hot Meals" 
Director Mike Cosenza had scored a publicity 
coup that reverberated even to the governor's 
office, and the supervisors were not about 
to let the old folks go hungry. The money 

(See MENS BRIEFS, Page 6) 


WHALES: EXTINCTION? 

^ These magnificent creatures, which have taken 
A millions of years to evolve, are being mercilessly 


hunted and slaughtered by Japan and Russia in de- 
fiance of a world-wide whaling moratorium. * 



* The largest creatures on earth, whales are warm-blooded 

mammals. They are not fish and need to breathe air to live. # 

Most are gentle, even playful, both among themselves and 
around man. 

* Whales can communicate with each other by creating a series 
* of high pitched noises which sound like singing, and can be 

heard in open waters more than 200 miles away. 

★ The brain of the sperm whale is, perhaps, the most 

complex brain ever evolved on earth. And there is no doubt 
that thesecomplicated brains are used for intelligent, 
complex communications. 

The rate of whale killing during the past 
10 years has been alarming. On the average, 
one whale is killed every 13 minutes — 
over 100 every day. In 1976, almost 40,000 
< Whales were killed. And all eight species of 

great whales have been reduced to the point 
where each is threatened, in varying degrees, 
with extinction. 

Please help us today. Send your petition and con¬ 
tribution to: 

The Whale Protection Fund 

c/o CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
2100 M Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20037 

(Public Service Adv.) 
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THE COURTS 

OUT OF A TRUCKER'S MINOR MONEY COMPLAINT, 
AN INYO COUNTY "LANDMARK" CASE DEVELOPED. 
ITS OUTCOME WILL HAVE STATEWIDE IMPACT. 

W HEN AN INDEPENDENT TRUCK-OWNER HAULING 
asphault on a Death Valley road proj¬ 
ect three years ago sued a contractor 
for money he thought was due him, his case ig¬ 
nited a series of legal brushfires which, when 
decided, will largely determine the future com¬ 
mercial fate of 600Q California truckers - and 
.involve millions in Teamster Union funds and 
future dues payments. The little-publicized, 
highly complex case landed 
on the docket of Superior 
Court at Independence as 
a "landmark" case involv¬ 
ing no less than The Pub¬ 
lic Utilities Commission, 

Teamsters * Union, Caltr- 
ans, the state division 
of labor - and a small 
Fresno contractor whose 
paving contract withCal- 
trans started it all. 

The issue reduces 
to the bottom-lino ques¬ 
tion of whether private 
owner-operators (the'in¬ 
dependents ") in the truck 
industry, and their sup¬ 
pliers, be considered as 
independent sub-contractors (as most of them 
prefer), or as payrolled employees* As "indep¬ 
endents" most of the truckers would like to get 
out from underHhe Teamsters' Union's stiff 
(.>2,70 per hour) trust fund assessments, and 
other union payments, that they must fork over 
as "wage-earners" when they sub-contract their 
services* One of the lawyers in the case said, 
"The ov/ner-operators never get enough hours to 
qualify for any union benefits"; in other words, 
they feel they're paying for something they 
will never get. 

For one of the lawyers, Fhillip Fullerton, 
the case has become a veritable crusade for the 
independent truckers' interests. Arguing his 
case in the Independence courtroom on Friday, 
he told his listeners that, to him, the case is 
his "most important," considering its impact, 
Fullerton is the lawyer who made headlines in 
recent years in his defense of four Fresno news¬ 
men jailed v/hen they refused to reveal their 
news sources on grand jury information. He won, 
but still feels the truckers' case is more sig¬ 
nificant, Fullerton, walking near the court¬ 
house during a court recess, said he'd like to 
see California's independent truckers "relieved 
of the tyranny of the payroll and the teamsters, 
"I helped get this fight started eight years a- 
go, and four months ago a federal court decid¬ 
ed that ov/ner-operators should in fact not be 
employees and not part of the Teamsters Union, 
If we win this court derision, the independents 
will be free. If we lose, they'll stay under the 
hold of the teamsters," 

Vihat is at stake? -For the union, a lot* 
Fullerton says the union stands to lose upwards 
of five million dollars a year now paid into 
its coffers by independent truck owners, A de¬ 


cision for Fullerton - who represents Pozar 
Construction Company, the original Death Val¬ 
ley contractor which paid its truckers under 
uniop contract guidelines - might also cost 
the union up to thirty-five million in money 
it would have to return to the independents, 

Fullerton says the truckers stand to 
gain more than freedom from union demands: 
what he calls "rights as individuals"; freedom 
to handle their own mechanics' liens; options 
to set their own hours; to decide their own 
hauling routes; and to operate "at their own 
price" under a free enterprise system. 

The Death Valley incident involved six 
truckers on a three-week road job. They'd 
been hired as sub-contractors by Pozar Const¬ 
ruction Company to do a Caltrans job. One of 
the truckers - in his mid-sixties - had been 
hauling asphault. So upset was he v/hen he got 
his 'union-deducted paycheck that he gave up, 
"finally sold his truck for whatever he could 
get. He's Lowell Stanley, Sr,, an elderly man, 
and he took a beating," this in -the words of 
Alfred Zawilla, area administrator of the Cal¬ 
ifornia labor law, the agency to which Stanley 
took his case, 

Zawilla said Stanley complained that he 
was underpaid by Pozar. "In our opinion," Za¬ 
willa explains, "Pozar didn't pay what he ag¬ 
reed to pay," that "originally" he paid his 
men as independent contractors, but later "re- ' 
cognized he was under obligation of a Teamster 
contract to pay the men as employees with un¬ 
ion fringe benefits, 

" u e then did this," Zawilla continued, 
but charged the extra cost back to the truck¬ 
ers, They ended up with less than promised, 

"Pozar contends that he didn't know un¬ 
til after the job. We say he knew before he 
started," The amount disputed was about $1500, 

Zawilla says his department is "battling 
everybody,.,the truckers, Pozar, the Associat¬ 
ion of General Contractors, and the Associat¬ 
ion of Owner-Operators, 

"Tie think the independent contractor id¬ 
ea is ridiculous," 

The complicated lawsuit was heard before 
Judge Verne Sumners last Thursday and Friday. 

He will take the case "under submission," and 
later render his own verdict, Y&n or lose, the 
attorneys in each side expect some sort of ap¬ 
peal. Caltrans' representative at the hearings. 
Attorney Bill Bassett, said the case involves 
about "twenty issues." Although Summers' dec¬ 
ision may not be the final one, the principles 
involved were mutually grateful - in view of 
the lawsuit's statewide impact - that it all 
turned up in Inyo County. Said Bassett: "If it 
had been in Los Angeles, it would have taken 
us years to get it through court." 

Lost somewhere in the complexity of is¬ 
sues and philosophies and legal procedures was 
the elderly Mr* Stanley himself. Few of the 
agencies involved in the case could even rem¬ 
ember his name. Zawilla said he lived "for a- 
while around Modesto, but he's left." Even if 
the labor law's area director wins, Stanley 
will get little for his efforts. The .'$1500 he 
claims will be divided among,, the other "indep¬ 
endent 1 truckers who labored along with him on 
the now-forgotten Death Valley road job. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

come3 from the state, not from county coffers, 
anyway. Mindful of recent criticism that Co- 
senza has received from other quarters, Sup¬ 
ervisor Horb London quippedi 'Wall, it's aice 
that he has a good letter once in awhile* 

EVEN THOUGH HIS DAUGHTER "ROLLED HIS CAR OFF 
that road" last year. Supervisor Chairman Mcr* 
Donald offered little support of a Highway 
Patrol proposal to make a section of Lone 
Pine's Tuttle Creek Road "One-way." The nar- 
ro vr strip twists and undulates through the 
rocky narrows of the Alabama Hills and the 
•Highway Patrol recalls several near-misses 
among its blind curves. But the request was 
tabled: Residents of the area, it seems, are 
not eager to drive additional miles of the. 
circuitous road to get to their downtown des¬ 
tinations. They'll keep to the right and, as 
alwhys, move with customary rigid caution. 


THE SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL BOARD MAY BE CRACK- 
ing down - hard - on news leaks that spring 
from within the hospital's troubled corridors. 
Delays in expected changes of procedure that 
SC new influx of cash was to bring about, may 
be part of the problem, a problem usually ex-| 
aggerated by outside critics often thought; to 
be politically motivated. In operation, th'er 
hospital appears to be smoothly functioning , 
and well on its way into thte black, this und¬ 
er direction of Administrator Merlyn Pinney. 
But disgruntled critics, who often fire off $ 
anonymous notes to the press, keep Pinney and 
the board members on edge. Until the "paper¬ 
work" was completed several days ago, the new 
bond issue money was, in practical terms, un¬ 
available for planned inner-hospital programs. 
The hospital's administrators hope to resolve 
some of the conflicts, but until they can, 
they want no unauthorized news leaks to furth¬ 
er cloud the. muddy waters. One source implied 
that two board members, attending meetings of 
nurses and nurses' aides, let that fact be 
made "perfectly clear." Meanwhile, Hospital 
Administrator Pinney verified early this week 
that a five-member grand jury delegation made 
a luncheon visit to discuss "everything from 
building contracts to cash flow." Concerning 
the hospital's problems, Pinney told the jur¬ 
ors that "We're turning that around, but you 
don't turn around a whole freight train in the 
first quarter mile." Whatever the operational 
difficulties may be, the hospital has few if 
any severe critics among its patients. 

STRONG PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL REACTION TO ANIMAL 
trapping may have slowed down the operations of 
moonlighting DWP personnel lining their pock¬ 
ets with tax-free cash from the sale of pelts. 
No charges had been filed late last week in 
the case of an Olancha DWP employee who admit¬ 
ted that he had been shooting at coyotes in the 
Cottonwood area. Two highway patrolmen cruising 
the area had seen the poacher's spotlight in¬ 
side the locked gates on DWP aqueduct land. A, 
radio call summoned Game Warden Verne Burandt 
who caught the D'.YP employee and a companion. 
Observers said there had been "rifle shots." 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO NEWS-LETTER 


Some LA employees 1 traplines have onsnared hun¬ 
dreds of animals, many of which died slowly and 
agonizingly in their steel clamps. Asked to 
comment on last week's Cottonwood incident, 
Burandt declined, As Fish fit Game Wajdan ha 
would say only that he will confer this week 
with District Attorney L.H. Gibbons in an on¬ 
going hunting-trapping investigation. DY/P's 
Owens Valley engineer, Jim Wickser, said that 
DWP in no way "stands in the way of free ent¬ 
erprise" and that DWP employees are "entitled 
to hunt and trap within the law," but that the- 
DWP patrolmen are not to enter DWP's locked 
gates "unless on duty." A state law prohibits . 
"spotlight hunting,"in some cases. 


Verna Someson 

Verna Someson, long-time resident and 
businesswoman of Lone Pine, died last week 
afLoma Ianda Hospital, victim of what ’was 
thought to be a massive heart attack. 

She was stricken at Lone Pine and at 
first was treated at Southern Inyo Hospital 
and then later taken to Loma Ianda. She was 
56 years old. 

She was an owner of Lone Pine's major 
hostelry, the Doit Villa, for 21 years, tak¬ 
ing an active interest in its operation, but 
held interest in other business firms, inc¬ 
luding a Standard service station and Laut- 
en's Restaurant. For a number of years Mrs. 
Someson had suffered from a muscular disor¬ 
der, but friends say the problem only mini¬ 
mally hindered her activities. 'Vith her hus¬ 
band, Sam, she held a membership in the Mt. 
Whitney Golf Club. 

After a modest memorial service I.brriqjr 
afternoon, there was a private interment at 
Lone Fine, conducted by Chvens Valley Mortu¬ 
ary. 

Among survivors are Mr. Someson; her 
two daughters, Lynn Bunn and Jeannie miley 
of Lone Pine; a sister, Lettie Stubblefield 
of Lone Pine; and six grandchildren. 


STORM, Continued 

Telephone circuitry was jammed. Visitors 
from LA heard reports of flood devastation in 
the southland — and LA television viewers got 
the reports of Inyo-Mono avalanches, evoking a 
mutual concern. 

In spite of delays, devastation, even 
death, there remained for a few the pervasive 
sense of holiday. Evacuation helicopters lift¬ 
ed 2? snowbound Tamarack Lodge guests, but a 
number remained to "keep the snow off the roof ' 
and celebrate." The teenaged daughter of Tama¬ 
rack's owners, Linda Asher, exulted in the ex¬ 
citement. "We had to army-crawl through the 
snow to the helicopters," she exclaimed. On a 
high road in June Lake, another score of snow¬ 
bound people were airlifted to a community 
building,, or whatever other quarters they could 
find. 

The snowstorms were deemed "better" than 
those of '69; weather watchers say the storms 
are better-paced, leaving time for snow crews 
to dig out. But some concern remains: As the 
new week dawned, forecasters were predicting 
still more to came in the weeks ahead. In Mono 
they'll be "skiing 'til July." 
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are most likely to 


NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to pu 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered ti 
not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 
be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence, 


MORE ON THE COUNTY HOT MEALS PROGRAM; 

A SENIOR CITIZEN STAUNCHLY DEFENDS IT 

Dear Sir or Madamet 

In Bishop, in 1970 - I started "Sr. Cit^- 
izens Club" and after eight years am still 
president of the original Sr. Citizens. Your 
articles are insulting^ unfair and untrue* Ev¬ 
ery day I get a meal from Big Pine Sanatorium, 
warm, tasty, with milk, and I enjoy it* The 
.doctors requested this after I was attacked 
in my home. The food is delivered by a lovely 
lady - a volunteer. Food is not slopped , and 
in a covered container all very intacted* 

You’re wrong about them noticing. They 
see everything. Older they are, more they see. 
Some are really bad complainers but average 
"Sr*" citizen is well educated and well learn¬ 
ed. 

Mike Cosenza is really a fine person, 
kind and understanding. Would you like his job 
running two sanatoriums, feeding over UOO 
people, running mini-bus daily and on week¬ 
ends? 

I've been in this program eight years. 
You just started and you accept anything said. 
I believe you should as Debbie Darbari, go 
see and hear their side or come see me, you're 
welcome at //151U' C-lenwood Lane, Bishop, Ca*, 
Glenvrood Court. " 

- Pres. Jeanette Warrick 
Bishop 873-10U3 

(Editors' note:. NEWS-LETTER denies that its 
content is "untrue." NEWS-LETTER did not 
in fact say that senior citizens fail to 
notice the quality of food in the county's 
hot meals program - but ran on its FORM 
page a letter that claimed that was the 
case, NEWS-LETTER also gladly publishes 
Reader Warrick's letter and is also happy 
to add that a great number of people share 
her view. NEWS-LETTER's story was not in 
fact about the senior citizens' food pro¬ 
gram, but was instead based on ongoing com¬ 
plaints of patients in the county's sani- 
toriums. NETS—LETTER has received only one 
complaint, this in the form of a telephone 
call, concerning the senior citizens pro¬ 
gram. A number of comments have been rec¬ 
eived indicating in fact that the senior 
citizens have few, if ary, complaints ab¬ 
out their food, Ms. Darbari who is in 
charge of preparing it, or Mr. Cosenza 
NEWS-LETTER is forwarding to Reader War¬ 
rick three months of NEWS-LETTER free, in 
the hope she might share>it with members 
of her club.) 

■m 



It would appear that food, like housing, 
clothing - even music, automobiles and a host 
of other things - remains largely a matter of 
personal taste. There are, however, certain 
broad standards by which may be measured the 
quality of all things: Utility (Does it serve 
iiB purpose in the physical or material sense? 
Does it, in the case, of food, feed the body 
in a healthy way?) Beauty (Does it also feed 
and satisfy man's need for esthetics? Does 


- 1 ,.. . . - . . .. 

it meet the best standards of attractiveness 
and in so doing feed "the soul"? And, does 
it excite or inform his mind which also needs 
nourishment?) In the matter of the produce of 
the Big Pine sanatorium kitchen, comment con¬ 
tinues to reflect a broad range of views, and 
most of these, pcro and con, deal with these 
very questions. NEWS-LETTER's editors offer 
no conclusions in the matter, but find inter¬ 
esting the very explosive reactions that the 
news story has provoked. - J.H. 


■SHHt 

RAUB SHARES A KETCHUM LETTER: ACTION MAY 
RETURN THE INYO METEORITE TO INYO COUNTY 
Dear .Mr. Raub, 

Thank you for your recent letter and in- 
fomation on the "Inyo Meteorite." 

I certainly agree that the meteorite's 
rightful resting place is in Inyo County; The 
opportunities for public and scientific in¬ 
spection would be far greater than were it to 
remain in Washington. 

As you have stated, the Smithsonian's 
collection is such that it will not suffer any 
ill effects should it give up rights to the 
"Inyo Meteorite." I have written Mr. S. Dill- 
ion Ripley, secretary of the Smithsonian, and 
requested the return of the "Inyo Meteorite." 

I will keep you informed of further dev¬ 
elopments. In the meantime, thank you for 
bringing this to my attention. 

Sincerely, 

Villi am M. Ketchum 
Member of Congress 

(Editors' note: At a recent press confer¬ 
ence, the return of Inyo's meteorite was 
proposed to the congressman who then ask¬ 
ed for "input." Mr. Henry R a ub, a former 
director of the Independence museum, re¬ 
sponded to the congressman's wish, and it 
now appears that Mr. Raub's efforts over 
a long period may now be rewarded. It is 
his hope to establish the "Inyo Meteor¬ 
ite" for public display - perhaps in the 
courthouse foyer at Independence.) 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 

NEWS-LETTER's free, introductory list is 
constantly changing. If you would like to 
make sure you receive the NEWS-LETTER every 
week, fill out the form below and mail it 
today to P0 Box 275, Independence, 93526. 

PLEASE SEND 

INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


FOR THE NUMBER OF WEEKS CHECKED BaOW. 


□ 50 Weeks 1 I 25 Weeks 1 ! 3 Months 

/ $32 1 — 1 $17 1 — 1 $9 


VSEND TO. 
K ADDRESS. 
| CITY_ 


stAte 


ZIP. 
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VfSLFARE, Continued 

that continue to cane in. 

Although a welfare recipient may be 
caught in an abuse case, the family remains 
eligible for help and may re-apply for it. 

"Our philosophy," says Paulson, "is that the 
children are still there, and they still need 
help." In the eyes of welfare law then, the 
children at least are held innocent and it 
is they whom the law — and the benefits - 
would protect. 

How serious is the "abuse" problem in 
Inyo County2 It is clear that no percentage 
of abuse could be called negligible, any more 
than the smallest crime is unimportant. But 
the word here may be appropriately used. The 
vastly higher percentages are those justifi¬ 
ably in need of help and who remain well with¬ 
in the legal limits of their monthly grants. 

And how about those who technically are 
within the letter of the law — but who, in 
the spirit of the program, live off the fat 
of others’ labors? In terms of statistics, it 
would be difficult to draw lines. Clearly, 
there are a few - probably far fewer than wel¬ 
fare critics would admit, yet more than enough 
to create the ongoing resentment that, final¬ 
ly, hurts all the others genuinely in need of 
help. -For- this- emotionally weak and unintell- 
igent few there probably will be no solution. 
The philosophy of welfare - like the American 
philosophy of justice - prefers to overlook 
these in the hope that it may never deprive 
the innocent. 


Nor are the proponents of "free money" 
without their own well-justified arguments, 
whatever we may think of their motivation. 
These argue rightly that what we tolerate is a 
broader system of welfare - one that places 
tax money "free'* in the hands of the wealthy - 
than most of us would like to believe. They 
also argue with some justification that "wel¬ 
fare" is largely a matter of nomenclature, 
that tax money is still tax money and becomes 
a give-away moral issue measured only by what 
we call it - and who we give it to. It is a 
matter of fact, for instance, that a southern 
senator has for years received thousands of 
dollars each year in cotton acreage "allot¬ 
ments." Free money. And then there are "sub¬ 
sidies," as those paid out in recent years to 
wealthy airlines. Until all these are shown 
to be proper "welfare" payments, then "abuse" 
might be hard to define, as such. 

Whether it be senator or "bum," however, 
the fact remains, and probably, will eventual¬ 
ly show itself, that "free money" earned by 
others will more than likely weaken -the rec¬ 
ipient more than the donor. The giver, once 
again, is clearly larger than the receiver 
and sees to it that he can afford it, and us¬ 
ually takes pride in that fact. 

The press itself - including NEV/S-LETT- 
ER - enjoys "welfare," this in the fom of 
reduced postal rates not available to the av¬ 
erage taxpaying citizen. The question remains, 
as usual, inhere do we all draw the line? 

' " -JOHN HESTON 


eastern sierra/\news service 
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